Buying a Trike — Know What to Look For

When my wife and | (Beth is “my wife” and “I” am Terri) were looking for our first
trikes we were so new we didn’t even know where to start. |1 mean, what do you look for
in atrike? There isthe obvious like does it look safe, does it look well built, how much
does it cost, etc. But what other questions should be asked to get at the trike that is just
right for you? Below are the

guestions we wish we knew to ask

before we bought. We hope you

will find them hepful too.

1. Can the trike be
assembled by one
person? Many trikes
require two people to
assemble or disassemble
the aircraft. AirBornes are
easily assembled by one
person (Beth can put her
own aircraft together by
herself). If your aircraft is
difficult to assemble you will never take it anywhere — a real shame since one
of the attractive features of a trike is its portability.

2. Is the wing assembled on the ground or on the
control frame? This is related to the question above.
AirBorne wings are assembled on their control frame
which keeps the wing off the ground and out of harm’s
way. Furthermore, it is a piece of cake to get the wing on
its control frame while it is folded up. It is a different story
once the wing is assembled. A wing assembled on the
ground has two disadvantages:

a. First, it is going to get dirty, wet, and damaged.
To set the wing up you have to move the wing
halves around and doing that while the wing is lying
flat on the ground is an invitation to trouble.

b. Second, picking the assemb led wing up onto its control frame is a
two person job. After you get the wing assembled a wing built on the
ground has to be raised on its control frame. These wings weigh over
100 Ibs and are large and bulky. It takes a strong man in calm
conditions to get a wing up on its frame by himself without damaging it.



