


are so few examiners. The CFIs have
been signing off safe pilots so there
wasn’t a issue of safety involved here.
The FAA evidently agreed since they
withdrew the change leaving the cur-
rent system in place. Hallelujah!

The list below is a summary by para-
graph of the rule changes that will
take effect April 2nd:

Changed: (61.52) Aeronautical expe-
rience gained from flying ultralights
may be used only until January 2012.
After that your ultralight experience is
worthless as far as pilot certification is
concerned. Under the old rules your
ultralight experience did not expire.

Changed: (61.89 and 61.315) Allows
Sport Pilots to fly higher than 10,000’
MSL provided they are within 2000’
AGL of the ground. This is great news
for pilots in the western US. Prior to
this they had to get Private Pilot cer-
tificates to fly above 10,000° MSL for
any reason.

Changed: (61.109) For those seeking
Private Pilot certificates in weight-
shift and powered-parachutes the
cross-country rules and control tower
experience rules have been changed
to make this a little easier commen-
surate with the easier flying nature of
these aircraft.

Changed: (61.113) Allows Private WSC
and PPC to collect compensation for
their production flight testing activities.

Changed: (61.303) Removed all make
and model requirements. This is great.
This eliminates the confusion we had
before with respect to make and mod-
el. For example, if I took my check
ride in an AirBorne XT-912 then am
I limited to XT-912s until I get train-
ing in another make and model? The
answer now is clearly no. Before it was
“I'm not sure.”

Changed: (61.313) Changed the num-
ber of dual training hours a student
needs before seeing an examiner from
3 to 2 for WSC and 3 to 1 for PPC with-
in the preceding 2 calendar months
from the month of the test. Again,
good news.

Changed: (61.315 and 61.327) Before
this new rule you needed a special

logbook endorsement to fly an aircraft
that had a VH (maximum speed in
level flight at full continuous power) in
excess of 87 knots.
Now you need one
for aircraft that
operate at 87 knots
or slower unless
you've logged pi-
lot-in-command
time in one of
these aircraft prior
to 3/10/2010. This
only applies to pilots with sport pilot
certificates (does not apply to pilots
with private certificates or higher).

This last rule change is an important
one for instructors to take notice of.
First of all, unless you have PIC time
in an aircraft that is faster than 87
knots VH prior to 3/10/2010, or hold
a certificate higher than sport pilot,
you cannot provide instruction in that
aircraft. The same is true of the slower
aircraft, but since we all have PIC time
in slower aircraft, which are far and
away the most common WSC and PPC
types, it is not a big concern. How-
ever, it is a concern to our students.
We have one more endorsement we
need to give our students before send-
ing them on to the examiner and that
is either the slower than 87 knots or
faster than 87 knots depending on the
type of aircraft they've received their
training in. I recommend you provide
this endorsement when you give them
their first solo endorsement.

By the way, this last rule is the only
one I think is a little silly for trikes
and PPCs. I don’t know of a single
trike or PPC in production that has a
VH of 87 knots or faster (100 mph). I
know of some WSC with a VNE of 87
knots or greater but in a trike there is
a big difference between VNE and VH.
So since all trikes and PPCs fall into
the VH less than 87 knots it doesn’t
really make sense that we all have
an endorsement for the slower air-
craft. This rule was intended to fix a
problem with fixed-wing aircraft that
doesn’t really apply to WSC and PPC
and should have been more specific in
that regard.

Part 91 General Operating Rules

The only change here that applies to
WSC and PPC has to do with mini-
mum altitudes (91.119). Prior to this

new rule WSC and PPC pilots had to
follow the same minimum altitude
rules as fixed-wing aircraft in non-

The biggest surprise is not
what the FAA changed
but rather what they

did not change.

congested areas (500 feet above the
surface unless over sparsely populat-
ed or water in which case they must
remain 500 feet away from people,
vessels, vehicles, or structures). Now
the rule for these aircraft simply states
they may be operated at “less than the
prescribed minimums” in “other than
congested” areas. So we still have to
stay 1000 feet above the highest ob-
stacle within 2000 feet laterally of the
aircraft when flying over congested
areas but we don’t have any altitude
restrictions when over “other than
congested” areas.

But, before you buzz someone keep
in mind the introduction to part
91.119. It says the operation must be
“conducted without hazard to per-
sons or property on the surface....”
The new freedom the rule changes
give us do not include the freedom
to be reckless.

About the Author

Terri Sipantzi is a Sport Pilot Instruc-
tor and Examiner as well as a Light
Sport Aircraft Repairman and DAR.
Terri & Beth Sipantzi own and operate
Precision Windsports, Inc. Precision
Windsports is a full-time AirBorne
dealership, providing aircraft sales and
support in conjunction with concen-
trated flight training. They are central-
ly located in Lynchburg, VA and are
responsible for eastern US sales.
www.PrecisionWindsports.com



